Minor Victims of Domestic Sex Trafficking
Focused on Sacramento and Northern California
Abstract Statement
Domestic sex trafficking.  Commercial child sexual exploitation.  Human trafficking of minors.  Sex slave trade.  All of these are society’s new buzz words for an ugly, age old problem - child prostitution.  It is an antiquated lie that these children have chosen this life.  This is far from the truth.  They are victims.  The average age of these exploited children is 14 while some rescued in the Northern California area were as young as 10 years old.  In the last three years, over 120 children have been rescued in the Sacramento area by law enforcement and only 7 had a safe home to return to.   85% have been sexually abused by someone they know and trusted in their own home.  So they run.  They run to the streets believing they are safer than the homes they left.   

Once on the streets, these children have one purpose and that is to survive.  Sadly the abuse only continues and intensifies.  Adults, masquerading as “boyfriends” and offering counterfeit love, manipulate and coerce these vulnerable children into offering themselves as a commodity, bartering and selling them to the highest bidder.  The younger the child, the higher the price.  Frequent beatings, sexually transmitted diseases and confirmation no one cares are offered these children in exchange for their services.  
Thankfully, our justice system is beginning to view these children as victims and are rescuing them and prosecuting their perpetrators.  While this is a welcome paradigm shift, little has changed with regard to where law enforcement can take these children.  They are hand cuffed, not by a lack of compassion, but by to a severe lack of homes and services dedicated specifically for these children’s unique needs.  “When I look at these children I wonder who they would have become if their families and now society had not failed them,” mused a veteran police officer wiping tears from her eyes.  “We have no safe place to take them.”
In the entire United States there are only 3 shelters providing services dedicated to these abused victims and none of them are in Northern California.  If they are prosecuted for a crime law enforcement can take them to Juvenile Hall.  If not, they return to the streets and a quasi life of survival as what one police officer called “pimp bait”.  It is a gross understatement to say these abused and exploited children need a home in this area.  
Courage to Be You, Inc., 5013c international organization, plans to build the first Courage House in a rural area of Northern California.  This home will be conducive to the healing, restoration and transformation of these young victims while at the same time equipping, encouraging and empowering them to discover and fulfill their unique purpose.  
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